Dear Parishioners,

These words were spoken at your baptism and the baptism of your child.
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On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring him/her up in th
prach OS 2F GKS TFTFrAGK®E

The ongoing formation of our faith is a journey that is allifieg process. Itis g
constant discovery of the deep treasures of our faith found in the Sacred
Scriptures and Tradition. Sadly, circumstances in our secular so€etgtar
favorable for the spiritual progress and growth of our faith and the faith of g
children. We must renew once again the promise made at our baptism an
baptism of our children. As we grow our faith, we then become able to lea
children inan understanding of the love that Christ has for us.

We best begin this journey with the Eucharist. This is the central act that
defines us as Catholic Christians. Our weekly attendance at Mass is centr
our faith. The Second Vatican Council remiusin theConstitution on the
Sacred Liturgyhat the Eucharist is the source and summit toward which the
OtAgArite 2F (KS |/ KHeNdsthrough thRlkukgis O G S
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This then leads us to the promise made at baptism for our ongoing formatiq
thefail K ' yR GKIG 2F 2dzNJ OKA f RthBigtdchool
of Christian life and a school for human enrichment. Here one learns endu
and the joy of work, fraternal love, generogisven repeated, forgiveness, and
above all divine® NA KA LJ Ay LINJ & SNJ | y {atdCclist of2
the Catholic Church #1656)

Here at the Catholic Community of St. Francis Xavier our Faith Formation

program is based on this principle, that you, as parents, are the best teach
your chidren in the faith. But, it is also the work of our entire community. T
wholeparish community is a witness to the Gospel, living communal charity
and actively celebrating the mysteries of our faith. This helps to make it a

holistic approach to catéesis.

May we grow in our understanding and belief in the faith which we profess
Mass every Sunday!
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Fr.Frank Brauer
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(Matthew Kelly, Rediscover Catholicism, p.91)

We, as members of the Catholic Community of St. Francis
Xavier, claim the following practices to be the cornerstones
to our spiritual growth . . .

We worship God at Liturgy 8
Preparing for and participating in Mass EVERY WEEK 8 sharing
Eucharist 8  hedirm foundation of our spiritual life. This
should be a non-negotiable item for you and your family. Your
presence is vital to the faith life of the entire parish community.
Weekly Mass builds up our community , our sense of ownership,
and the Body of Christ. When you are not here, you are missed.

1 7A 1T AAOT OT 1 kttefBible BASGO x1 OA
Discussing the readings before Mass is key to participation in

Sunday liturgy. Monthly, Exploring the Wordis inserted in the

bulletin to provide you with a way to reflect on the Sunday

Scripture Readings. Prepare the readings beforehand with your
children,too.# EE1 AOAT 80 , EOOOCU ithés OEA
pm; 9:30 am and 11:30 am weekend Masses for those in

Kindergarten through grade 5.

We reach out to others . . .
As witnesses to Jesus Christ, we are called to serve
others. Every area of parish life ministers to those in
need ... providing monthly casserolesfor" A AT ® '
Bread8 Al 11 AAOET cAANODDPI KRG 1£ @A 6 EE
making sandwiches for Our Daily Bread serving at Caroline
# AT O Buidding with Baltimore City Work Campbeing a part of
our Outreach and Advocacgyommittee; making a meal for a
parish member who is sick through our Caring and Sharing
Ministy 8 T O ET OEOET ¢ Ul 60 AZAOEAT AO A
Mass with you this weekend. Our actions tell others about Jesus
Christ.




This is our vision as a community of faith in the Lord Jesus. We are
called to translate this vision into practice.

We do this when we gather to celebrate the Lord Jesus in liturgical
action. The Liturgy is our primary catechesis, the change motivator
for each of us. Within the Sunday assembly, we are nourished by

" 1 A8 @ in%he Scriptures and are fed with His special presence in
the Eucharist. Within the Sunday assembly, we minister Jesus to each
other and so attendance at our Masses at St. Francis Xavier is vital to
our spiritual life.

We believe that our children are apprentices and will learn
community from the adult Christians with whom they associate. For
this reason, adults are the primary focus of our religious instruction
and formation. Everything we do as a community must reflect that
belief.

We believe that learning must lead to experience. Our community
life must foster experiences of the Lord Jesus. This works out in our
Advent, Lenten, and other programs of the liturgical year.

As stated in the Baptism Ritual, parents are the first teachers of their
children in the ways of faith. We believe the primary responsibility
for all aspects of the religious education of children belongs to the
parents. The entire community has the obligation to assist parentsin
carrying out this call from the Lord Jesus.

We believe the natural way of learning in life is intergenerational.
We learn from each other. We learn from grandparents, parents,
brothers, sisters, friends, and neighbors. We learn from the society in
which we live. What we seek is to develop our mutual faith. To
accomplish this we must interact with each other. The community
must foster opportunities for members to interact with each other in
small groups of many different kinds z Bible groups, family
groupings, social groupings and any other available means. These
groups will help faith grow within the community.

Taken from the Philosophy of Religious Educatipfounding document of the Catholic
Community of St. Francis Xavier



d'hroughout history, whenever you find men and
women genuinely striving to | ive the Christian life,
the Church has always thrived. If we wish to

speak effectively to the modern world about God,
the Christian life, and the Catholic Church, we
must be thriving, blossoming, and flourishing in
OEAO 1 EEAS8G

Matthew Kelly, Rediscover Caholicism, p. 144)

FAITH FORMATION FORADULTS

Our purpose for belonging to a Christian community is conversion z
a change in our life which comes if we allow ourselves to grow in
relationship with Jesus Christ.

To nourish others and to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ, we
must be nourished . We are nourished when we gather to celebrate
the Liturgy, when we participate in prayer, read Scripture, study our
faith, and serve one another. Our parish community offers a variety
of opportunities, for adults of all ages and stages, to grow in
knowledge and love of God.

Our children are our apprentices who learn faith from us. If God is to

AA A PAOO 1 £ Th&Redft&hE & vitaDphrit i ddrs.] E OA C
Children and youth yearn to talk about God, pray and serve others

alongside the adults in their life. THIS IS FAITH FORMATION! Our

entire adult community shares this responsibility. All adults (old,

young and in-between) are strongly encouraged to take advantage of

the adult Faith Formationopportunities offered here at the parish

and throughout the Archdiocese of Baltimore. We can only give to
ourchildren8 01 1T OO0 DA OE O fomdvhabve hdvedrO x T O]
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ADULT FAITH FORMATIONPROGRAMS
1 R.C.ILA.z Rite of Christian In itiation of Adults
Provides an opportunity for non-Catholics to learn about
our Catholic faith and discern if they want to become a
member in full communion with our tradition. Un-
baptized adults are usually welcomed unto the Church at
Easter. Already baptized adults, after sufficient preparation, may be
received into the Church at any time in the course of the year.

1 ADULT CONFIRMATION
Preparation is offered for adults who are baptized Catholics but who
have not received the Sacrament of Confirmation.

1 ANOTHER LOOK

This six-week program held after Easter invites Catholics, who have

COol xI AxAU £01i1 OEAEO EAEOER O ¢
tradition.

1 BEREAVEMENT GROUP

Times for prayer and discussion are offered for those who have

recently experienced the loss of a loved one.

1 LIFE IN THE SPIRIT
Sponsored by the Prayer Group, L.1.S. provides an opportunity for
participants to grow in the knowledge of and love of the Holy Spirit.

1 CITY OF GOPRAYER GROUP

Meets Wednesday evenings to share in song, prayer and
Scripture and sponsors monthly Eucharistic Adoration,
Life in the Spiritseminar, periodic Healing Masses and

Teachings.
" SCRIPTURE STUDIES . . ) . A
0OAOOCEAEDAT OO0 Agbi 1 OA "T A8O0 71 OA C

faith and knowledge of God. Want to start a Bible Study? Contact
Deacon Don.

1 THEOLOGY OF THE BODY

Theology of the Body, developed by Pope John Paul 1 is an 8 week
OO0OAU AgAiEIEIGd OxEAO EO | Awj O C
IEAZA ET A xAU O AOEI ¢ OOOA EADDE

1 EXPLORING THE SUNDAY READINGS
Monthly inserts in the bulletin monthly providing insights and
guidance for studying the Sunday Scripture readings.




1 LECTURE SERIES
Periodic discussions with guest speakers on topics of interest
pertinent to our Catholic faith

1 SPONSOR COUPLES

Trained parish couples meet with newly engaged couples
@ to help them prepare for the sacrament of marriage and
for their life together.

1 BOOK CLUBS

One group discusses fiction and non-fiction books =
meeting every other month. A second meets monthly @
to discuss the works of and about theologian, Teilhard

de Chardin.

1 SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Meet weekly during Lent and periodically throughout the year,
gathering at the parish or in individual homes for a limited number
of weeks, to discuss contemporary faith-related topics.

| OEAO 1 DI OOHT EOEAO 88

7 COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

Mission & Planning, Faith Formation, Liturgy, Outreach and
Advocacy, Community Activities, Gospel of Life, Finance, Facilities
and Grounds and Youth Ministry committees together with Fr. Frank
and his Pastoral Staff form the leadership for our parish.
Committees meet collectively and individually on the second
Monday of each month (7-9 pm) and are open to all parish members.

PARISH LIBRARY
Located on the lower level of the church, a library containing a
variety of books, videos, tapes and periodicals for adults and
children is open after weekend Masses.

CATHOLIC REVIEW
A subscription to this weekly Archdiocesan newspaper,
which helps local Catholics learn about the activities
and work of the Church in the local community as well as throughout
the world, can be delivered weekly to your home. For more
information www.catholicreview.org



http://www.catholicreview.org/

FAITH FORMATIONFOR CHILDREN AND THEFAMILIES

At Baptism, the Church commissions parents to be the
primary means of planting and nurturing the seeds of
faith and discipleship in their children.

What we do in our home lays a foundation for faith.
What we do in our home helps our child to come to know God. What
we do in our home teaches our child how to live and work and play
with others in light of his/her relationship with Jesus Christ. What
we do at home instills in our child a giving heart. What we do in our
home is crucial to the passing on of our faith and Catholic traditions.
£ 'TA EO O AA A PAOO 1T £ UT 00 AE
be a part of your day-to-day life now.

Your faith, and the faith of your family, will be nourished as you

become a more active part of the parish community. Faith is
strengthened by regO1 AO xAAET U AOOAT AAT AA A
O1l CAOGEAO 8 AU OAAAET ¢ 3AOEDPOOOA 8
ATTTAAQGETT OF '"T A xEOE 100 AEEI AC
others as Jesus taught us.

A family has no choice abouthether it will share faithz its
only choice is whether it will share faith well or poorly
(Curriculum Guidelines, Archdiocese of Baltimore)

Working toward developing the habit sof preparing for Mass by

reading and discussing the Sunday Scriptures beforehand 8 by
planningsotha® UT O A O O Eb§dittink ip frévEsd that ydur
chiidcanOAA 8 AU AT AT OOKACERCEDAOAEADD
OE A 7 Iby@&dmmétting to not only staying until the last word of

the last hymn is sung but also by remaining for coffee and fellowship
afterwards8 xEI 1 OAADP COAAO Al AOOEI CcO
children. The following pages provide ways to share Catholic faith

with our children.

Our lives change when our habits change.
(Matthew, Kelly, Rediscover Catholicism, p. 128)




Forming Faith at CHURCH

et

Parish Nursery (under age 4) @"(m
35

e
&

This co-op program for our youngest members is located on the
lower level of the church. Parents who use this service volunteer to
provide childcare for children under the age of four during the 9:30
am Mass. We do not offer infant care. For more information, or to
volunteer, please contact Kelly Runfola. (skrunfola@verizon.net)

T A0 , EOOI -Kchildden, agés 4i5p O A
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during the 5 pm and 9:30 am weekend liturgies. Here your
O1 E O O Iwdl hdarAtbriegabout Jesus, learn about parts
va  of the Mass, make new church friends, and discover the joy
of prayer. For more information, or to volunteer, please contact
Kathy Smith (410-472-1199; kathleenblair@yahoo.com ) or
Maureen Kehoe (410-785-3020).

Please use the registration form at the center of this booklet

ChildOAT 60 , EOOOGUONWEGAdedKS | OA | ,

Children in Kindergarten through fifth grade are
invited to attend their own age-appropriate Liturgy of @
the Word. At weekend Masses (Sat 5 pm, Sun 9:30,

11:30 am), after the Opening Prayer, Father sends the

children with adult facilitators to listen to the Gospel in ways they
might better understand. Children in Grades 3-5 attend their session
in the Chapel. Children in Grades K-2, go downstairs to Room 134.
Everyone returns to the main worship space during the Offertory to
participate in the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Parents are always
welcome to join a L.O.W. group. Any child younger than age five
MUST BE ACCOMPANIED by an adult. For more information, and
LOW minister training, please contact Pat Allshouse (410-785-0356
x 17; pallshouse@ccsfx.net .
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Forming Faith at HOME

To help you share belief in God with your child,
parish families with children in Grades 1-12, are
encouraged to connect with the parish for materials
and resources to help in an ongogstgdy about God and our faith
t hrough &

Family Study Middle School Program
(Home Study, Sunday Study, Confirmation Preparation
Monday Study) High School Youth Ministry

Home Study z Grades 1-5

In Home Study, each family studies the provided materials at home.
As parents study and pray alongside their child, they experience
renewed commitment to belief in Jesus Christ. Key to success is a
commitment to establishing study time as sacred time

Group Study z Grades 1-5

In Group Study, families form together to study in small groups with
other families - friends, neighbors, or schoolmates. Gatheringina
home, parents and children study the lessons together. Forming a
study group can provide a more rewarding faith experience.

Sunday Study 7z Grades 1-5
Sunday Study sessions are for families who like the idea of studying
with others, but are unsure about coordinating their own family
» o) group. Monthly group sessions are held on Sunday
w‘i mornings (10:45-11:45 a.m. in the parish hall), from
M==1 October through March. At each Sunday Study
session, parents and children complete one of the lessons in the
home study packet. In between sessions, additional lessons are
completed at home.

Monday Study z Grades 1-5

Small graded groups meet on Monday afternoons (from 4:45-5:45
pm), September through April, in the lower level of our Church.
study together using the same materials provided for those who
study at home. Parental involvement and a commitment to attending
on Monday afternoons for religious study are keys to this program.

A complete calendar will be available at the beginning of August
Please use the registration form at the center of this booklet.




Middle School - Grades 6 & 7 (and 8t)
(This includes 8 grade's who are not yet preparing for Confirmation)

As children move into middle school and begin to experience the
reality of a larger world, they work to "fit in." During these years, the
values and culture of family and Church are
vitally important. Faith practiced and discussed at
home is pivotal and must be at the core of -
spiritual development, yet these young people i
also need to feel a part of a larger faith

community. Our Middle School program attempts

to take all of this into consideration while providing the first phase of
Confirmation preparation.

The Home Study phase remains the backbone of Faith Formation as

parents are asked to continue the practices established during

elementary years - preparing the Sunday readings together,

attending weekend Mass, praying as a family, and reviewing the

foundations of our Catholic Faith8 O0rd EIiT A OAOGI ODOA
and families are asked to pick these up at the first Middle School

session or by contacting Joanie Carlson.

Added to this basis are Middle School Nights - Saturday nights after
the 5 pm Mass (6-8 pm) September through March. On Middle
School nights, faith and Catholic tradition are reinforced through
community building fun, service to others, prayer and pizza. The
heart of our program focuses on social justice and involves outreach
to others. Periodic donations are requested from each family.
Service opportunities outside of Church are also offered to Middle
School youth and their families.

Sixth and seventh graders are also strongly encouraged to attend our
Summer Camp, scheduled each year in August. Eighth Graders, who
are not in our Confirmation Program, are encouraged to continue to
participate in Middle School nights.

Per Archdiocesan guidelines all children who wish to partiaip in a sacramental
preparation procesieed tohave at minimumone full year of study in a Catholic faith
formation program (parish or school) immediately precedirthe year of preparation

for First Eucharist, Reconciliation or Confirmation.




High School Youth Ministry

Our High School Youth Ministry program is strongly rooted in
service, leadership and spirituality. Our young people insist that they
make a difference.

During the summer, ninth and tenth graders are invited to
participate in a retreat to prepare to be Peer Ministers for
Confirmation. Juniors and sophomores can apply to attend Hi-Li or
Cornerstoneg two Archdiocesan leadership programs. Please see
John Mojzisek for more information.

Young leaders in the parish serve on our Core Team, which meets
weekly after the 11:30 a.m. Mass to plan and carry out
various programs for other youth in the parish. These
include youth Masses during Lent, speakers, trips,
discussions, retreats and social events offered to young
people

A high school Confirmation program runs independently, yet in
tandem with our eighth grade Confirmation process. If your high
school student desires the sacrament of Confirmation, please
complete the enclosed registration form.

The following programs supplement ways to grow i n our faith:

Family Activities Sandwich-making for Our
Summer Camp Daily Bread
Middle School Parent Nights Casserolesfor® AAT O O1 6

Family Activities
~ Throughout the year, activities are planned for families.
Q @) These®OOOAT 1 U E1 Ofodddehowsip kit &
% sharing and fun! Previous activities have included:
Co writing to our troops in Iraq, making Easter baskets for
those in Assisted Living Facilities, a Living Stations of the
Cross, a teaching Mass, and making Advent wreaths. Though
designed for adults with children, Family Nights are open to anyone
from our parish community. For information or to volunteer, please
contact Kathy Marine Kathleen_McHugh@hotmail.com), Kelly
Runfola (skrunfola@verizon.net) or Tracey Blair
(Tracey744@yahoo.com).



mailto:Kathleen_McHugh@hotmail.com
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Sandwich-Making for Our Daily Bread
On the second Saturday of each month at 8:30 am,
families and singles gather at church to make peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches. Each family is asked to
bring 8 loaves of bread. For more information or to volunteer,
please contact Murray Carlson 7 410-667-9123;
thecarlson7 @hotmail.com.

Casseroles for Beans & Bread

On one day a month, our parish supplies food for the guests at Beans
@dBread,a local soup kitchen. Pans and the recipe we are available
in the Gathering Space along with delivery information. You can
also find this information on our web-site z www.ccsfx.org.

Middle School Parent Nights

Once a year, on a Saturday Middle School night, an evening is

planned for parents of Middle School youth to share information and

foster discussion on topics pertinent to raising (and living with)

middle age youth. Our hope is to provide another means of support

for you as you strive to raise a faith-filledchildET OT AAU8 O x1

Summer Camp August 15-19, 2011
WORD on the Streetz JesusMakes A Difference

Ours is not a neighborhood parish. Summer Camp provides that
opportunity for children, as well as adults, to build community and
learn about our Catholic faith traditions and is a fun way to end
summer and prepare to begin your family faith studies for the year.
Children entering Kindergarten through 7t grade are invited to
attend our parish camp week. Adults and teens are invited to help.
Childcare is provided for those who do.

This summer we will lookingA O OT | A 1T MAestohi@ouds DA
just what they mean to us today. Camp information will be mailed

I 66 ET *0O1 U8 $1180 T EOCO 1 OOA © A
Please note that Summer Camp does not substitute for

participation in a year -long parish Faith Formation prog ram.

Please use the registration form at the center of this booklet
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Forming Faith through the SACRAMENTS

Children and youth seeking entry into the Catholic faith and/or first
sacraments receive additional training through the processes of
preparation for -
Baptism First Eucharist
Reconciliation Confirmation
RCICY (Rite of Christian Initiation of Children and You}h

Baptism

Preparation is required before bringing your child for
20 Baptism. Parents are encouraged to contact Mary Cohn
| (mcohn@ccsfx.net) in the parish office for information.

First Eucharist

Children in second grade and above are invited to study to receive
First Eucharist. Parents must attend two preparation sessions at
which they will receive materials to use to prepare their

child for this sacrament. Those preparing for First

Eucharist should have completed at least one year in a

parish or school religious education program. A parent-

child workshop is helps with this preparation. First

Eucharist is celebrated at weekend liturgies after Easter.

First Reconciliation
Children in second grade and above are invited to prepare for
First Reconciliation (Confession). Parents must attend one
preparation session, held in the fall, and repeated in the
xET OAOh xEEAE xEI Il EAI B OEAI
readiness for this sacrament. A parent-child workshop is
held twice a year to help with the preparation for First
Reconciliation.

Please use the registratioform at the center of this booklet

Per Archdiocesan guidelines all children who wish to participate in a sacramental
preparation processeed tohave at minimumone full year of study in a Catholic faith
formation program (parish or school) immediatelynrecedingthe year of preparation

for First Eucharist, Reconciliation or Confirmation.
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Confirmation - 8th Grade and High School
December4 2011
When young people reach eighth grade, they are invited to begin
preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation if they, and
their parents, feel they are ready. Readiness includes an
understanding of basic Church teachings (Creed,
sacraments and Bible) and a desire to be confirmed.

Confirmation is an eight (8) month process which completes the
initiation into the Catholic Church. The teaching phase occurs in the fall,
with home study lessons for candidates and sponsors and group
sessions held at church on Sunday afternoons. Confirmation is
celebrated in December.

During the winter and spring, the newly confirmed serve. They serve
our parish community as Ushers, Greeters, Lectors and as Childcare,
"T A8 O , E @ndHodpitalivhrhidisters. They learn about service
in the community by participating in a Day of Service Learning. And
they serve with their families or sponsor volunteering at one of the
many places in need in the Baltimore area. In this way, the newly
confirmed discover that they are not required to serve in order to get
confirmed, but they serve because they have bee confirmed. Through
their service to others, hopefully they will choose to continue to put
shoes on the Gospel as they move into the fullness of life in the Church.

High School youth already confirmed may choose to walk with the new
candidates as Peer Ministers. For more information, contact John
Mojzisek.

Christian Initiation of Children and Youth  (RCICY)

Christian Initiation of Children and Youth is a process for those
children who either have not been baptized, or have been

baptized in another faith tradition. RCICY prepares these

young people for full reception into the Catholic Church.

were baptized Catholic, but never taught about our faith. Classes form
based upon need and interest. For information, contact Pat Allshouse.

Please use the registration form at the center of this booklet

Per Archdiocesan guidelines all children who wish to participate in a sacramental
preparation proceseed tohave at minimumone full year of study in a Catholic faith
formation program (parish or school) immediately precedirte year of preparation

for First Eucharist, Reconciliation or Confirmation.




Catholic Schools

Many of our children attend local Catholic schools. OftenT OO AEEI| A
school becomes community for the family z our school identity

However, it is important that we, and they, continue to feel a part of

and connected to a worshipping community z our parish identity. If

we call our self a member of the Catholic Community of St. Francis

Xavier, then we, and our children, should be a part of this parish

community. This means worshipping here every week at our faith

home. It also means participating in the life of the parish

community. Itis very important that each of us grows to see our

parish (CCSFX) as our faith home.

At times, families can be confused by the sacramental preparation

AAET ¢ AT 1 AOGAOGAA ET OEAEO MR&EI AGO
Archdiocesan guidelines, all immediate preparation for

sacraments shoul d be part of a parish program and take place

at home. All of our parish children, whether they attend Catholic

School or not, should receive their First Eucharist, First

Reconciliation and Confirmation here at the Catholic Community of

St. Francis Xavier - his/her worshipping community. OftenaAEE|T A8 O
school will incorporate a way for that child to celebrate again with

the rest of his/her class at a school liturgy.

&A1 EIl EAOEUA Ui OOO0AT £ xEOE xEAO UI
religion class so that you can reinforce and support your child at
home.

All parish families are welcome and encouraged to participate in any
of our Family Faith Formation programs, especially our Summer
Camp Week. Please use the registration form at the center of this
booklet

A
CCSFX is affiliated with St. Joseph School. /

J/
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Come 8 every weekend 8

1 PreparedO1 1 EOOAT O 'TAB80 71
forgiveness, to worship and praise God together,
to pray for one another, to receive Jesus in the
Eucharist

9 Ready to stay a while hanging up your coat when
you enter our Church.

1 Open to meeting someone new each Sunday and
remaining after Mass to enjoy a cup of coffee and
share fellowship.

Remember 8 Christ has no ‘v i}
hands 8 Tfebt 8 but ¥
yours.






