Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time- A
[bookmark: _pto60eq3yuem]August 22-23, 2026
[bookmark: _71l8kb6a4hda]Welcome to the Catholic Community of St. Francis Xavier in Hunt Valley, Maryland.  
[bookmark: _agmaafn7mtkt]Thank you for worshiping with us!
[bookmark: _8cercysg0odu][bookmark: _z802vq62yo9]  
Entrance Antiphon:  
Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. (Cf. Ps 86: 1-3)

Gathering 
Here I Am, Lord  #777

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.  All who dwell in dark and sin My hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

Refrain
Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?  I have heard you calling in the night.  I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. I have wept for love of them.  They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide  Till their hearts be satisfied.  I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?

Text: Based on Isaiah 6. Text and music © 1981, OCP. All rights reserved.

Penitential Act

Glory to God
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Penitential act

Collect

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Reading I
Is 22:19-23 
Thus says the LORD to Shebna, master of the palace:
"I will thrust you from your office and pull you down from your station.
On that day I will summon my servant Eliakim, son of Hilkiah;
I will clothe him with your robe, and gird him with your sash, and give over to him your authority.
He shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah.
I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim's shoulder; when he opens, no one shall shut,
when he shuts, no one shall open.  I will fix him like a peg in a sure spot,
to be a place of honor for his family."

Responsorial Psalm 					Ps 138

R.  Lord, your love is eternal; do not forsake the work of your hands.

Reading II
Rom 11:33-36
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his ways!
For who has known the mind of the Lord
or who has been his counselor?
Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?
For from him and through him and for him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.

Gospel  								
Mt 16:13-20 
Jesus went into the region of Caesarea Philippi and
he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" 
They replied, "Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." 
He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 
Simon Peter said in reply, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 
Jesus said to him in reply,
"Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah. 
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. 
And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it. 
I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 
Then he strictly ordered his disciples
to tell no one that he was the Christ.


Homily

Profession of Faith

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with 
the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(bow for the next two lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary, and became man.                                 


For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the 
Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Universal Prayer

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
Presentation and Preparation of the Gifts
God Has Chosen Me	#761

God has chosen me, God has chosen me to bring good news to the poor.
God has chosen me, God has chosen me to bring new sight to those searching for light:
God has chosen me, chosen me:

Refrain
And to tell the world that God's kingdom is near, to remove oppression and breakdown fear, 
yes, God's time is near, God's time is near, God's time is near, God's time is near.

God has chosen me, God has chosen me to set alight a new fire.
God has chosen me, God has chosen me to bring to birth a new kingdom on earth:
God has chosen me, chosen me:

God is calling me, God is calling me in all whose cry is unheard.
God is calling me, God is calling me to raise up the voice with no power or choice:
God is calling me, calling me:

© 1990, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

Prayer Response
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.
Eucharistic Acclamations

Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
  Hosanna in the highest.    			Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
  Hosanna in the highest					Hosanna in the highest

Memorial Acclamation 
Save us, Savior of the World, for by your cross and resurrection you have set us free.

Amen


The Lord’s Prayer 

Sign of Peace

Lamb of God          
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. (repeat)
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Prayer before Communion
Lord I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.


Prayer of  Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You, come spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You.   Amen.

Communion Antiphon:  	
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, says the Lord, and I will raise him up on the last day. (Cf. Jn 6: 54)

Distribution of Holy Communion        

Christ in Me Arise    #278 SS
Christ in me arise and dispel all the darkness.  Christ in me arise with your power and your strength.
Christ in me pour out your blessing and healing.  Christ in me arise and I shall rise with you.

Be now my vision; open these eyes, showing me all that I must see.
Onward to the kingdom, you are the way.  Arise in me and I shall rise with you.

Be now my footsteps, leading the way, taking me where I must go.
Onward to the kingdom, you are the way.  Arise in me and I shall rise with you.

Bridge
You know my heart and you know my ways, you who formed me in my mother’s womb.
I live and move in you, my whole being thrives in you.

Christ in me arise and dispel all the darkness.  Christ in me arise with your power and your strength.
Christ in me pour out your blessing and healing.  Christ in me arise and I shall rise with you.
Christ in me arise, Christ in me arise,  Christ in me arise and I shall rise with you.

© 2008, Trevor Thomson. Published by Spirit & Song®, a division of OCP. All rights reserved.

Sending
Crown Him with Many Crowns #574

Crown him with many crowns, The Lamb upon his throne.
Hark! How the heav'nly anthem drowns All music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing Of him who set us free,
And hail him as your heav'nly King Through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of life, Who triumphed o'er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife For those he came to save.
His glories now we sing, Who died and rose on high,
Who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

Crown him the Lord of love-Behold his hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above, In beauty glorified.
No angel in the sky Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends his burning eye at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace, Whose pow'r a scepter sways
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, Absorbed in prayer and praise.
His reign shall know no end, and round his pierced feet
Fair flow'rs of paradise extend Their fragrance ever sweet.

Text: Revelation 19:12; St. 1, 3-5, Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894; st. 2, Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903
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